THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN OPENS
directed against military objectives, the Germans'
were not, or, if nominally so directed, were so
carried out, either deliberately or through careless-
ness, that they were in effect attacks upon the civil
population. Our aircraft of the Advanced Air
Striking Force in France attacked lines of com*
munications in Germany on May 14, with a view to
easing the pressure upon our own and the French
armies. In the night of May 17 we bombed petrol
storage tanks at Hamburg and Bremen, and re-
peated the operation on the following night, throw-
ing in an attack at Hanover that night as a make-
weight. According to the official German News
Agency (May 18), twenty-nine civilians were killed
and fifty-one injured in Hamburg in the first of
these raids, and eleven killed and sixty-three injured
in Bremen. The News Agency added that the raid
of May 17 was the seventy-second to be made on
German territory since May 10. A charge that
we were deliberately bombing civilians was met
by a prompt denial from our Foreign Office, on
May 19: only military objectives, it was empha-
sised, were attacked. Thenceforward our nightly
raids into Germany were almost continuous. Roads3
railways, junctions, marshalling yards in the Ruhr
and the Rhineland were attacked repeatedly, and
oil storage tanks and refining plants were bombed
from time to time. The Germans for their part
made some raids into the interior of Great Britain
towards the end of May and during the first half of
June, but the attacks were spasmodic and rather
half-hearted. They caused little damage.
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